United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, l'atint and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/540.929 



01/20/2000 



2292 7590 11/28/2008 

BIRCH STEWART KOLASCH & BIRCH 
PO BOX 747 

FALLS CHURCH, VA 22040-0747 



(iorka Ibarginen Prielo 



2273-01 23PUS1 



TUCKER, DANIEL P 



PAPER NUMBER 



NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE 
11/28/2008 ELECTRONIC 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 

following e-mail address(es): 

mailroom@bskb.com 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/540,929 


Applicant(s) 

PRIETO, GORKA IBARGOYEN 


Examiner 

Daniel Tucker 


Art Unit 

4159 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)E| All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.^ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent No. 2,704,974 (Setman hereinafter). 




Fig. 1 of US Patent No. 2,704,974 (Setman hereinafter) 

3. In re Claim 1, with reference to Fig. 1 above, Setman discloses an ergonomic 
tray from among those having a central support area surrounded by a peripheral lip 
(1 1 ), characterized in that it has at least one handle in the form of a concave incut which 
comprises the main grip area (12), which extends as a gentle concave line ending at the 
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rounded vertex (13) of the tray and on the opposite end extends as a convex area (13) 
that ends at the beginning of the tray lip (1 1 ). 

4. In re Claim 2, with reference to Fig. 1 above, Setman discloses that said tray has 
at least one handle on the right side of the tray. 

5. In re Claim 3, with reference to Fig. 1 above, Setman discloses that said tray has 
at least one handle on the left side of the tray. 

6. In re Claim 4, with reference to Fig. 1 above, Setman discloses that said tray has 
two symmetrically disposed handles. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US Patent No. 4,461,396 discloses a tray having an ergonomic 
grip area. US Patent No. 6,129,235 discloses a tray having an ergonomic grip area. 
US Patent No. 5,323,910 discloses a tray having an ergonomic grip area. US Patent 
No. D 547,126 discloses a tray having an ergonomic grip area. US Patent No. 
2,100,720 discloses a tray with concave incuts. US Patent No. D 461 ,995 discloses a 
tray with concave incuts. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Tucker whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5722. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m., EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Nguyen can be reached on (571)272-4491 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

ID. 1.1 

Examiner, Art Unit 4159 
/George Nguyen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4159 



